CHAPTER IX

LONELY DICTATOR

THUS, at the same time that Alexander became dictator
the plot to destroy his country was hatched. The
plotters failed to destroy Jugoslavia, but they were able,
after five years, to destroy the King. As King Alexan-
der became the one man, the state, the only authority,
it became more practical to destroy him than to invade
Jugoslavia or to foment a civil war. A greater blow
could be inflicted upon the new state by striking down
the one prop of its government. King Alexander had
moved out of the company of responsible politicians
into a dangerous loneliness. Did he not make a
mistake?

When he assumed dictatorship King Alexander
became more aloof, more hedged in majesty. He was
far removed from the mood of King Peter, who said,
"We are peasants. My grandfather was a peasant."
A king needs a Parliament if only for the sake of com-
pany. The behaviour of the politicians had been
outrageous, but the hush from the Parliament house was
disconcerting. King Alexander never moved as freely
among the people as King Peter had done. He was a
stage removed from the source of his power. King
Peter had been called to be King: his son inherited
kingship.

Princes and lords may flourish or may fade,
A breath can make them as a breath has made!

Peter Karageorgievitch was made King by the
breath of the people and never forgot it.   He never had
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